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2007 Final Legislative Report

The First Regular Session of the
94" General Assembly drew to a
close on May 18. During this
session a total of 134 bills were
Truly Agreed and Finally Passed,;
included in this total are 76 House
Bills, 57 Senate Bills, and 1 House
Joint Resolution.

The bill of greatest interest to the
Mining Industry Council of Mis-
souri is the new Blasting Safety
Act, House Bill 298. This legisla-
tion creates a statewide blasting
standard that pre-empts all local
statutes except those already in
place in St. Charles County and St.
Louis County.

This bill mandates that anyone
using explosives must have a blast-
ing license or be in the presence
and supervision of someone who
has a blasting license. These li-
censes will be issued by the Divi-
sion of Fire Safety within the De-

partment of Public Safety. The
Division of Fire Safety will be re-
sponsible for creating licensing
requirements, developing continu-
ing education standards and estab-
lishing seismographic vibration
levels that must be maintained.

This issue has been a major prior-
ity for the Department of Natural
Resources because up until this
point they have been unable to
respond to complaints filed with
their office over blasting noise and
vibration. This bill officially goes
into effect August 28". If you have
any questions about the new law
please contact William Zieres,
Deputy Chief of the Arson Investi-
gation and Explosives Enforcement
Unit of the Division of Fire Safety
at 5737512930.

This year also saw the passage of
Senate Bill 54 which contained
language creating new fees for

surface mining permits in Missouri
and the creation of the Geologic
Resources fee.

All operators who mine more than
5,000 tons of sand and gravel or
any other industrial mineral com-
modity will be affected by this new

Rep. Shannon Cooper, sponsor of House

Bill 298> the Missouri Blasting Safety Act,

debates the bill on the floor of the Missouri
House of Representatives
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permit fee structure as well as the
new Geologic Resource fee. These
news fees will go the Department
of Natural Resources so they can
hire two new employees.

If you have any questions about
these new fees please contact the
Land Reclamation Program at
(573) 754041

Also of interest is the passage of
Senate Bill 30. This bill authorizes
a state sales tax exemption for the
cost of all utilities, chemicals, ma-
chinery, equipment and materials
used in the mining process.

All of the bills mentioned have

been passed by the Legislature and
signed by the Governor. These new
laws will take effect August 28th.
For more information on these

bills you can contact MIC or you
can go to www.house.mo.gov and
type in the bill number in the

upper left corner.

Annual Meeting 2007
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for November 28-30, 2007 at Tar
Tar-A Resort at the Lake of the
Ozarks.

We will again hold this meeting in
conjunction the Missouri Lime-
stone Producers Association as we
have in years past.

1 T 1 O£ This new format has been tremen- )

dously successful for a number of
different reasons, most notably our
increased capacity for landing high
quality speakers.

We came up with the following
topics to be discussed during the
meeting: water table issues, trans-
portation issues, and new regula-

tions by DNR.

Please make sure to mark your
calendars for the Annual Meeting
and if you have any questions give
us at.
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The Future of Transportation in Missouri

oldest in the country. 1-70 and 44 were origi-
nally designed to last twenty years but have
been in service for over 50 years.

We are currently enjoying the benefits of
Amendment 3 money which was passed in No-
vember 2004 to end the redirecting of MoDOT
money and put it back into our transportation
AADAOOI Al 08 -1 00
have been repaired in the last few years and it
would seem that Missouri has finally got back
on track in terms of road infrastructure and
safety.

This is not the case, however. Missouri will
soon find itself in what MoDOT Director, Pete
2AET h
storm consists of three different elements:
Amendment 3 money that has funded all the
road construction over the last two years will be
tied up repaying bonds for the next twenty
years, money from our Federal Highway Trust

E Sen. Bill Stouffer, Chairman of the Senate

I /£ - ERep. Neal St. Onge, Chairman of the
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Fund is expected to dry up by October 2009, and

the cost of inputs continue to rise.

In just two years the funding bubble that Mis-
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construction budget will drop from $1.23 billion
in 2008 to $569 million in 2010.

There are a number of different solutions being
presented but none have garnered widespread
support and all are currently being vetted in
different venues throughout the state.

Transportation Committee, has proposed
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Fr&ight Flows To, From & Within Missouri by Truck

an across the board one cent sales tax for
10 years. This would raise approximately
$8 billion and would be used to completely
rebuild 1-70 and F44 and include dedi-
cated lanes for trucks and cars in each
direction.

House Transportation Committee, has
proposed a plan to raise money from a

1T0i AAO 1T &£# AEAAEAOAT O

Federal Highway Administration

plan calls for an increase in license fees,
gas and diesel tax increase, and a hatfent sales
tax. This money would be used to rebuild }70

keeping the roads safe for passenger traffic. This

advancement in conjunction with an increased
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public transportation system, infrastructure
development for Missouri ports, and money for

advantage of the fact that more and more of
what we rely on everyday is not made in Amer-
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Another plan brought forward by Sen. Matt
Bartle proposes the creation of toll roads along
these interstates. Bartle has not presented a
specific payment plan but believes the tolls are
the best option because it will only affect the
people that use these roads.

The one thing these plans all have in common is
the desire to make Missouri a transportation
hub for the rest of the country. With the crea-
tion of dedicated truck lanes; truckers will be
able to run two and three trailers at a time
thereby cutting down on their expenses and also

The options that have presented so far are just a

few of slew of different options available to fix
the oncoming crisis. The only thing that is for
certain at this point is that Missouri legislators
want to have something on the ballot for the

. 4Né>\6mber 2008 election.

The Mining Industry Council of Missouri will be
on the front line during the 2008 Legislative

Session to monitor the proposed changes. How-

ever, we are encouraging our members to con-
tact your local Senator and Representative and
tell them about your transportation needs.
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with participation from Dave Keller of Harbison -
Walker Refractories Company and Chris Rahn of

U. S. Silica.
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tana in 1997 to "Build a commonground bridge
of understanding and respect between urban
youth, rural youth, and their natural resource
providers."

yT aiiah
proached Ford Motor Company for support to
enlarge the pilot program from the meager be-
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ginnings in Montana and one urban setting.
Ford Motor Company recognized the need for
this innovative approach to building a bridge of
cultural understanding in our increasingly
urbanized society and made an incredible do-
nation of $1.5 million over three years. That
year, Provider Pals began functioning as a four
part program in five cities across the United
States. The program has since expanded to
include over 300 classrooms in 20 cities across
the nation and Canada!

B

Chris traveled to Washington, D.C. during the
Ides of March to share with the students at

\ /sthart Hopson Middle School the importance of

minerals and their everyday uses. It was a very
full day, teaching seven classes of 6th, 7th, and
8th graders about what types of minerals they

.I.u?e in everyday life, and what the world might
be I%e without mines. The reaction was over-

whelming and the questions were numerous and
sometimes hilarious.
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, Middle School in St. Louis County was cancelled

at the last minute due to scheduling conflicts.
Next year, Davel!
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2007 Missouri Minerals Education Foundation Workshop

The Eighth Annual Missouri Minerals Edu-
cation Foundation Workshop recently took
place on July 2227, 2007. This event was
held at Missouri State University in Spring-
EEAT A8 4EA OEAT A A&
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The event featured teachers from around
the state for handson classroom activities,
demonstrations, and field trips to North

Star Battery, Conco Quarries, and Spring-

field Underground. Missouri Minerals Kit, a Missouri Rocks

Teachers completing the workshop could Kit, a tote bag full of Earth Sciences cur-
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ate credits or two graduate credits from AOEOEOEAOR Al
: O‘dJr successfully completing the course.
Lincoln University.

The workshop was a tremendous success

and all the attendees left with a renewed

excitement for teaching about the earth
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with though; they also took home a boxed

Panning for gold with Nelson Fugate
Information Institute

with the Minerals Thursday evening dinner and karaoke sponsored by the
Mining Industry Council Associate Members




